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What is HPV? 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) family is a group of viruses 
with strains that can be divided into low and high-risk 
types. 

LOW-RISK HPV TYPE 
Commonly cause 
warts or papillomas 
in the mouth, throat 
or genitals. 

HIGH-RISK HPV TYPE 
Can cause cancers of 

the oropharynx (throat) 
and anogenital regions 

(anus, cervix, vagina, 
vulva in women; anus 

and penis in men). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

• HPV is the most common 
sexually transmitted disease 
in America. Nearly all men and 
women will get some type of HPV 
at some point in their lives. 

• In most cases, the virus is 
cleared by the body’s immune 
system. 

• When the virus is not cleared 
(1-2% of cases), the persistence 
of the virus can put people 
at risk for the development 
of papillomas (low-risk HPV) or 
cancer (high-risk HPV). 

• 

HPV- related OPC is the most 
common HPV-related cancer in the 
United States, recently surpassing 
cervical cancer. 

• HPV-related OPCs most 
commonly arise in base of 
tongue and tonsillar region of 
the throat. 

• Cancer in the other regions 
of the oropharynx (soft 
palate, uvula, and walls of the 
throat) commonly are caused 
by non-HPV-related factors, 
such as tobacco and alcohol. 

 

How do I 
know if I 

have 
HPV? 

Unfortunately, there is 
no standardized 

screening protocol for 
HPV carriers.

Where can I 
find a 

Head&Neck 
Surgeon 

who treats 
HPV-related 

OPC?

You can find  Fellowsip 
Trained Head&Neck 

Surgeons on 
https://www.ahns.info/fi

nd-a-physician/

Is HPV common? What is OPC? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



SEVERE OTHER COMMON 

 

 
 

How can HPV-related OPC be prevented? 

• Avoid infection 
with high-risk 
HPV. This can be 
done by avoiding 
exposure 
through safe sex 
practices. 

• HPV vaccination also 
reduces the risk of 
contracting the virus in 
select populations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOST COMMON 

Pain, redness or 
swelling at the site 
of the injection. 

 
Dizziness 

• Fainting 
• Nausea 

 
Extremely low 
risk and similar 
to other 
vaccines 

 
 

www .headandneck.org 
www.ahns.info 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
OTHER COMMON PRESENTATIONS 
INCLUDE: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

DIAGNOSIS OF THESE CANCERS 
CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED WITH: 

 
 

 

 


