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16% of Oklahoma’s popula1on is Na1ve American1. Research shows that the AI/AN 

popula1on have a higher burden, earlier age at presenta1on, and later stage at presenta1on of 

head and neck cancers, which leads to worse outcomes and higher morbidity and mortality2. 

We also know that early detec1on leads to beFer prognosis, and many AI/AN face barriers to 

accessing healthcare3. Thus, we believe that a targeted interven1on for a popula1on at high risk 

of head and neck cancer will improve health outcomes and save lives of AI/AN throughout the 

state of Oklahoma.  

The University of Oklahoma Department of Otolaryngology is planning to host a free 

head and neck cancer screening event targe1ng the large American Indian/Alaska Na1ve 

(AI/AN) popula1on in Oklahoma at the First American Museum. The museum has weekly events 

promo1ng the history of AI/AN people in Oklahoma, and is a regular draw for the local AI/AN 

popula1on. Through no-cost screening for oral, salivary gland, throat, larynx, thyroid, sinus, 

nasal, ear and facial cancers, this event works to protect the culture of Na1ve people by 

enabling longer, healthier, and fuller lives. 

At the event, par1cipants will be able to have a free oral cancer screening, and a head 

and neck skin cancer check. In addi1on to providing screening, we will promote distribute 

educa1onal material regarding head and neck cancer, especially as it pertains to AI/AN people. 

The First Americans Museum offers a large screen on which to display educa1onal PowerPoints, 

as well as ample space for displaying posters and distribu1ng pamphlets. An emphasis will be 

placed on preventa1ve risk factors such as alcohol use, tobacco use, and environmental factors. 



We will also distribute informa1on on the role of HPV and HPV vaccina1on. Pa1ents will learn 

self-screening techniques through demonstra1on, videos, and take-home material. For pa1ents 

where follow up is deemed necessary, appointments will be offered through OU. The efforts 

outlined above are geared towards enhancing knowledge and strengthening health literacy 

around head and neck cancer in a vulnerable popula1on. Through this event and its promo1on, 

we hope to expand educa1on and care to the AI/AN community for a group of cancers which 

dispropor1onately affects their own. 

The es1mated cost of the project is $2,000, enough to cover the rental fee at the First 

American’s Museum as well as to cover the cost of distribu1on materials (paper informa1on 

sheets, sunscreen, self-screening mirrors and keychain flashlights). We are not expec1ng any 

outside funding outside of free promo1onal material from the Head and Neck Cancer Alliance. 

Oklahoma has the largest popula1on of AI/AN people in the lower states, and this 

popula1on has long experienced disparate outcomes in access to care and disease outcomes. 

We feel that focusing on the AI/AN people is the first step in establishing trust and enhancing 

opportuni1es for community level interven1ons.   
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